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Molly and Dolly, The Ranch Girls

Back in the 1920s, 30s and 40s, the

principal form of entertainment in
most households was the radio.

Chicago's own WLS Radio
produced one of the most popular
radio shows of all time. The WLS

National Bam Dance entertained

households with old time music,

singing troops and comedic
interludes. Few know of the local

talent who appeared alongside its
stars Gene Autry, Clayton
McMichen, Whitey Ford, Smiley
Burnett, and others. Bom and
raised in Tinley Park, Ruth and
Dolly Rothenberg grew up on
Highland Avenue.

Both girls showed a talent for
music at an early age and were
encouraged to pursue their talents.
Ruth was taught to sing harmony,
Dolly to play the guitar. By their
teens, they had become somewhat
of a local sensation, and known as
Molly and Dolly, the Ranch Girls.
The sisters entertained, sang and

yodeled at several local functions.

They were making quite a name for themselves.

In J 1935 country celebrity Gene Autry came to Chicago to produce a new road show. To^ anuaiy^^ recent Hollywood movie, Gene's troop would perform at local movie theaters where

his movie warp^laying. Molly and Dolly interviewed, and were soon hired by Gene for his Gene
Aut s Round up Show of WLS. Their show lasted for several weeks until Gene returned to
Holl^ood to prepare for his next movie.



Molly and Dolly (Continued), A Great Piece of History. A Great Piece of History (Cont'd), John G. Poorman's items are on display in the
museum

The girls returned to Tinley Park with some
publicity. It wasn't long before another call
came, this time from Louisville, Kentucky,
where fiddler Clayton McMichen was
preparing his Georgia Wildcat show. The
variety show featured well-known singers,
comedians and bam dancers. Molly and
Dolly, The Ranch Girls were featured
performers. Every moming at 7:30 a.m.,
they appeared on the WHAS Radio station in
Louisville. Following the show, they would
head out to small schoolhouses or theaters to

perform before local crowds. After a
successful six months, the show closed and
Molly and Dolly once again retumed home.

Once again, it wasn't long until the next call
came. Radio station WOAL in Texas

wanted them to perform for the Liberty Mills
Flour Company variety show. They arrived
at their destination on December 23, and on
Christmas Eve, Ruth met Raymond Bidwell.
She married him eight months later, bringing
her career in music to an end. Ruth

continued to reside in Texas where she

raised a family.

Sister Dolly returned home to Tinley Park
and married John Koehler. They lived in
Tinley Park, Onarga, Indiana, Wisconsin and
Kentucky where she made a career in
banking. After retiring from banking, she
pursued her passion for art. She passed
away at age 89 on October 22, 2009.

Ruth is still listed in the telephone listings,
however, attempts to contact her have been
fruitless. Molly and Dolly, The Ranch Girls,
are mentioned in an exhibit in Nashville's

Country Music Hall of Fame highlighting
Clayton McMichen and The Georgia
Wildcats.

Our sincere thanks to Larry Rothenbergfor
providing information used in this article.

A great piece of Tinley
Park history has been
found and donated to

the Tinley Park
Historical Society by
Ed McNamara. Ed and

a friend were in the

Cook County Forest
Preserve west of

Bachelor Grove

cemetery in the fall of
2010. They were using
metal detectors when

they found a copper
plate T X 9" with the
name of John G. Poorman of Tinley Park on
the plate. This plat was possibly used to print
fliers, boxes, etc. John Poorman was the son
of a Cincinnati bicycle manufacturer.

The Poorman Poultry Company began in at
147"^ Street and Ridgeland Avenue in the
complex that more recently was the Kosary
Nursing Home (now a townhome
development).

In the early 1920s, Poorman invented and
requested a patent for a chicken brooder made
of inverted feather duster and an electric light
bulb. This kept the chicks warm as if they
were under the mother hen. Poorman also
developed patents for other poultry equipment.
(We have copies of his patents at the
museum).

Poorman had other poultry products in this
businesses that made him one of Tinley Park's
most wealthy citizens of the 1930s and 1940s.

In 1941, following a kidnapping threat,
Poorman had a fortress like home with high
narrow windows and thick walls build in
Tinley Park. This house is located at the
southeast comer of 66"^ Court and Oak Forest
Avenue. The family lived in the first floor and
the business was operated from the basement
under extremely sanitary conditions.

The Poorman mail order business was one of
the largest in the country. Baby c ic ®
shipped throughout the nation from e n
Rock Island Railroad. Mr.
J.G., met the early trains every day to ship
products and visit with the passengers,
liver oil was another of ^
products, that was pure °nrich the
consumption, but was intende o e
chickens.

In earlv 1950 J G. Poorman, his wife the
fon^i mIL koehler, along with his spinster
sister, retired to Beaumont, California.

... Pnurt and Oak
The Poorman and has been

^ Forest Avenue is ^ti" s ^ residence and
used by subsequent own
businesses.

Eye on Our Exhibits.

When was the last time

you visited our
museum? If it wasn't

yesterday, you're
missing a lot! New
items are continually
added to our collections, and displays are often
modified or rearranged. Our may displays
feature wedding gowns, a "money" coat,
household items, a postal station, an early
school setting, farm implements, business
displays, and sports memorabilia to name just
SOME of our many exhibits.

This column will help to shed an eye on some
of our most popular items, and perhaps
encourage you to stop by and browse.

List of Honor for Donations and Loan

of Baseball Memorabilia for recent
display at the Historical Society

Dave Kalas

Dan Anfield
Ron Otto

Bob Burns

Ron Armour

Ken Turkowski

Dan Hunoway
Schroedle Family
Sue and Tom Tilton

Ben Heemstra

Ron Dengler
George Wenrich
Paul Ebeling
Jack Payan

EdSiemsen Family



Oktoberfest Room.

0 m The Coal Miner's Statue (Cont'd).

It is no secret that Tinley Park honors its history and
ties to the "old country" and its was not a surprise
when our customary fall celebrations eventually
became the well-organized and staged Oktoberfest.
The original OKTOBERFEST is a 16-day festival
held annually in Munich, Germany, running from
late September to the first weekend in October. It is

one of the most important events in Germany and is
the world's largest fair, with more than 5 million
people attending every year.

Although much smaller in scale, our Oktoberfest
built quite a reputation of its own. So much so, that
we have temporarily devoted a room in our museum
to showcase those celebrations, and the many people
who devoted their time and energy. On display are
memorabilia of all kinds, including authentic
costumes, and clothing, news articles, banners,
buttons, booklets and much, much more.

The Coal Miner Statue

The Coal Miner Statue was originally commissioned in 1963
by the State of Illinois after 15 years of advocacy work by coal
miner, artist and poet Vachel Davis (1898-1966). The
legislature appropriated $15,000 for the construction and
casting of this monument. Vachel Davis was acquainted with
John J. Szaton who recommended he submit a sketch for the

monument based on Davis' 1946 painting "American Coal
Miner". The legislature accepted the initial sketch as well as an
18 inch model Szaton submitted before giving the endorsement
for Szaton to create the full scale piece. Szaton created a full
scale plaster sculpture in his Tinley Park studio before later
casting the statue in bronze for the finished piece. The plaster
sculpture is still able to be viewed in the Tinley Park Historical
Society Museum. The sculpture was intended to commemorate
the Illinois coal miners who were killed in pursuit of the State's
coal industry.

John J. Szaton was bora in 1907 in Ludlow,

Massachusetts. He apprenticed imder well-known
Illinois sculpture Lorado Taft who invited Szaton
to come to Chicago after meeting him on a lecture
tour of various high schools and art schools in
Massachusetts. Szaton studied at the Art Institute

of Chicago and at the now defunct Chicago
Academy of Fine Art while apprenticing under
Taft.

Szaton worked with other artists including his
wife's aunt, Nellie Walker, who he helped create
the Lincoln Train Monument in Vincennes,
Indiana. He created a War Memorial for
Northwest Armory in Chicago in 1940 and in 1947
he created "Indian Shooting the Stars for Lane
Tech High School to commemorate students that
had died in World War II.

•  V-'
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Szaton and his family moved to Tinley Park in 1947.
Szaton would commute to Chicago to work during
the week as a greeting card engraver, since the
income from his art commissions was not enough to
sustain his family. In 1948, he built a large garage
studio behind the house, with a tall, vaulted ceiling
to accommodate the height clearance of some of his
larger sculptures. In 1963, Szaton was asked by
artist Vachel Davis to reinterpret his iconic 1946
painting "American Coal Miner" into a permanent
monument to coal miners. Szaton's sketch was
accepted by the Illinois State Legislature and he was
asked to create a model of the work for further
approval. He submitted an 18 inch version of his
sculpture in late 1963 and the final statue was
completed and dedicated on October 16, 1964.

John Szaton gained a great deal of acclaim for The
Coal Miner, reproductions of small scale versions of
the monument have been mass produced with over
200 have been given as gifts by the coal industry
over the years. Szaton died in 1966 and was buried
in Cedar Park cemetery.

Posthumously, a plaque was added in 1981 to the
Illinois statue citing Szaton as the artist. Szaton's
wife, Genevieve, donated the full scale plaster
sculpture to the Tinley Park Historical Society in
1986.

The sculpture was assessed in November as part of
the Smithsonian American Art Museum's
Inventories of American Painting and Sculpture
database. The statue was considered well maintained
at the time of this assessment. Photos taken of the
sculpture in 2005 show ample presence of lime scale
which was later removed in a restoration procedure.

And here*s a fun fact the sculptor's son is our
own John Szaton who has been working diligently
to catalog our many museum exhibits.



Ahhhh. October 23-24, 1964 and was both a school and^^
community affair. A prep assembly presented th
Homecoming Court: Joanne Anderson, Sue
Homyak, Kathy Roby, Jackie Root and Cynthia
Snedden.

Looking ever so loverly, the 1964 Homecoming court seated from left to right: Sue Hornyak,
Kathy Roby. Queen Cynthia Snedden, Jackie Root, and Joanne Anderson.

Warm days, cool nights, Labor Day, harvest festivals,
football, homecoming celebrations, apples, pumpkin
and squash. Cool evenings herald the end of summer
and the beginning of Autumn. It also holds special
significance to Tinley Park. 120 years ago on June 27,
1892, the citizens of New Bremen met at the Rock

Island and Pacific Railroad station in town, and voted

overwhelmingly to seek incorporation. A petition for
incorporation was filed on June 28'^, however, it was
not until September 14, 1892 that the petition was
certified in Cook County Court. The little community
of the Village of (commonly known as New Bremen
after the Post Office) had been officially incorporated
as the Village of Tinley Park.

Its government immediately began to organize
themselves to address the needs of the growing
community. More than 200 strong, Tinley Park was a
bustling community, boasting a railroad depot, a grain
elevator, coal yard, two general stores, a hotel and three
saloons. Several tradesmen provided essential services
such as M. Schneider, Wagon Maker; H. W. Schmitt,
Blacksmith, and J. Sipple and George Schreiber,
Shoemakers.

On September 30, 1892, the Village Board voted to
establish its first public building. A total of $300 was
appropriated for the construction of the new calaboose.

For many years, September heralded the start of the
school year. To correspond with farm cycles, school
began after Labor Day and ended Memorial Day.
Opened in September of 1961, Tinley Park High School
recently celebrated its 50'^ anniversary. The first
Homecoming celebration was held on the weekend of

That evening, spirits soared as the community
turned out for a spirit bonfire and hootenannyJ
Activities continued the next day with a parade
which included the Homecoming Court, class floats,

cheerleaders, the Pep Club, and the Titan Marching
Band. Revelers attended the football game - won
by the Frosh/Soph team, but sadly defeated at the
Varsity level.

PS

The Frosh, Frosh-Soph, and Varsity teams put on great shows resulting In two wins and one
near miss.

Ahhhh (Cont'd)
"^During half-time activities, Cynthia Snedden was
crowned the first Titan Homecoming Queen. The
queen and her royal court reigned at that evening s
semi-formal dance, "Harvest Moon". Today, alumni
are invited to gather in the end zone to watch the
customary gridiron battle from a place of honor. Half-
time celebrations announce the Homecoming Queen
and her King. The traditional celebration includes a
week of festivities culminating in a spirit parade,

football game and
time-honored
Homecoming

Dance.

September also

marks the birthday ofthe Tinley Park Bulldogs Football
and Cheer organization. It was in 1961 that a e ica e
group of parents decided to organize a community
football team. Built on hard work and dedication of
llvolunteers, the Bulldog organization grows sponger
year by year. Now encompassing
cheerleading, lacrosse, baseball, and
Spirit is evident most weekends throug ou
Program participants have contribute" o
school teams, have succeeded at the college level, andplayed at both the minor and major league ev

The words autumn and fest are
other, and nothing says Autumn better a
'Tall fest". Always in a the end-
has a long history of fall festivals. Heraldmg the enj
Of summer, early harvest celebrations wer
at the Linden oLden to celebrate a bountdul M
The first Fall Festival was held m 193 P
by the Tinley Park Business Men's Assoc.a on (wine
preceded the current Chamber of
event was created to raise money P" j j The
first official park now known as Mcnonal P
Fall Festival initially was he
associated with Saenger Hal (.
Street). Years later, Fall Festivals were held

Woods, and still later, Octoberfest, whose early
beginnings were held in Downtown Tinley Park,
later moved to the former 1-80 drive in theater

grounds and finally World Music Theater (now
called the First Midwest Bank Amphitheater) to
accommodate the ever growing crowds. Fest-goers
enjoyed parades, entertainment, amusement rides,
carnival games, and festival foods.

In recent years, Autumn Art Festivals were held to
highlight local talent. Recently, the community
showed its American Spirit as the Village
celebrated Patriot's Day in honor of those whose
lives were forever changed by the events of
September 11, 2001.

Bits and Pieces.

Thank you to so many people for their gift of time.
Our organization exists solely on the volunteer
efforts of its members, and we want them to know
how important they are to us. Whether cataloging
exhibits, or pushing a vacuum, we can't say thank
you enough.

Following our successful Girl Scout exhibit this
past spring, a baseball exhibit was on display in the
schoolhouse throughout most of the summer. All
types of baseball memorabilia was on display,
include trophies, autographed equipment, uniforms,
gloves, trading cards, old photos, programs,
brochures, and a one-of-a-kind "banana" bat made

by Emil Kintz. We even showcased a couple of old
seats from Wrigley Field.

A baseball round-table discussion was held in the

chapel and was attended by a number of Tinley's
old-timers, whose fond remembrances were
chronicled by Ron Otto.



Bits and Pieces (Cont'd),

Social

The Historical Society was asked to participate at the
Carribean Block Party this past July. To coincide
with our summertime baseball theme, we sponsored
and inflatable batting game, which was set up on our
front lawn. Kids of all ages could attempt to hit the
floating "wiffle ball" and rack up a high point total.

We also held an old

fashioned Ice Cream

Social in the new

Saenger Hall. Ice
cream was donated

by Two Sisters, the
Creamery and the
Plush Horse and was

a welcomed treat on

a  day when the
temperatures reached
well into the 90s.

We estimate more

than 300 dishes of ice

cream were provided
to eager crowds.

Cookies, candy and
soft drinks were also served. Our junior volunteers,
Ellie, Angelina and Chris once again assisted with
games for the younger children, and teen volunteers
were provided by the Village, Sarah Kaiser who was
visiting from our Sister City in Germany, and Kevin
Gordon. Pat and Ed Siemsen and Ron Otto were on

hand to answer questions in the museum, and Mary
Ann Marino and Carol Otto supervised the events in

the Saenger Hall with the assistance of Carol Ferkula
and Lori Mason. Thanks to Julie and Kurt Dekker

for distributing our flyers that day.

We are happy to say that the number of visitors to
our museum has increased considerably. This past
May, we were thrilled when Dieter Romer stopped

by for a visit. Dieter hails from Limburgehof^^
Germany and was in town to visit his son who^^
recently took a position in the Chicago area and
lives in Tinley Park. Following a visit to
downtown Tinley, Dieter became intrigued by
our little chapel. After a few failed attempts, he
finally succeeded in stopping by on a Wednesday
afternoon and introduced himself. Ray
Gustafson engaged him in conversation and
before long the two were talking like old friends.
Dieter graciously posed for a photo, signed our
guest book, and promised to stop by again.

We are updating our photo albums and are in dire
need of photos of Tinley Park throughout the
years. We are proud of the photos we have from
the early days of Tinley Park, but found that we
have very few in the following decades. We are
also looking for photos of the old Bachelor
Grove ballroom/roller rink, and of old
Goeselville. If you have photos of Tinley Park
and/or the surrounding area, we would love t
copy them. Please stop by during our regular
business hours or call us at 429-4210. We will
gladly make a digital copy of your original while
you wait if you are not prepared to donate the
photos at this time.

j

Tinley Park Historical Society
Historic Ornament Series

2012 Issue; Twenty-fourth in the Series

REMEN STATE BANK

The 2012 edition of the Tinley Park Historical Society's Historic Omament Series features the former
Bremen State Bank building and recognizes the 100th Anniversary of the bank's founding. This
omament is the twenty-fourth issue of the series. Bank President Christian Andres, Sr. and his son John
C Andres, who was the head cashier, are standing in the doorway of the original bank building m the
image used for this year's omament.

The Bremen State Bank was organized and chartered in 1912, with Christian Andres, Sr. as its first
sident It was the first state bank to be chartered in Bremen Township. The bank opened with
000 in capital The bank directors chose a site on the main street at 17316 Oak Park Avenue to

U  1, Th^ nmnertv was acquired from J.C. Funk for $1,000. The process of selecting the site, designingconstmct the new hank ^jte and actual constmction moved surprisingly quick. The whole process began in early
the structure, cleanng the chosen sue, anu a
March, and the bank was open for business on

r^u-i ■ u/as awarded the contract to construct the bank building for $4,427. Mr. Pfaff of Frankfort wasLocal carpenter Philip Mag deposit boxes were acquired from the Victor Safe and Lock
subcontracted to . fixtures were of solid mahogany and supplied by J.H. Anderson Company of Chicago for

J  ■ u ono in capital Its first depositor on opening day was Mr. J.M. Studer and by noon of that day,The bank opened with $49, deposits. Within two years it had assets of over $100,000 (equivalent of over $2.3
the bank had received $6,UUU in new
million today).

of the few banks that remained open throughout the Great Depression. For a period of time, aBremen Smte Bank was o building also housed the local switchboards for the phone company. In 1950 the
small addition to the rear \vith the construction of a new bank facility in 1966 (17500 Oak Park Avenue), the
building was enlarged an r . '^Qj^gQ^dated School District 146 for its administrative offices. In 1988, the School
old building was sold to Com _ gj^^ture and the property was sold to the Village of Tinley Park. The Park Oaks mixed
District demolished the tormer original bank. The polished steel frame that surrounded the old vault, and other
use building currently Tinlev Park Historical Society Museums,
bank artifacts are displayed at the 1 miey

uired by Heritage Bank. Heritage Bank in turn was aequired by First Midwest Bank. While
Bremen State Bank was maintained continuous operations in Tinley Park for over a century. The Village of
the name has changed, the ban relationship with this financial institution for a century as well, a claim that a rare few
Tinley Park has maintained a ba
can make. Past issues in the Historic Omament series;

1989 - "Old Zion" Landmark
1990 - Car! Vogt Building
1991 - Barters Windmill
1992-First Village Hall

1993 - "Sam Tinley's Train Depo
1994 - Saenger Hall1995-HenrCogtRrst Mayo,
1996 - Tony Beltenhausen map
1997 - William Moak Residence
1998 - Bremen Cash Store
1999 - The Old Gaslight
2000-J. W. Holistein'sSaloon
2001- Central jr. High Schoo

2002-

2003-

2004-

2005-

2006-

2007-

2008-

2009

2010

2011

Columbia Hotel

Oak Park Avenue Train Station

Andres Block Q.C.Funk's Store)
-Tinley Park Hotel
- Grohscurth/Nielsen/Andres House

- Andres-Brueggemann Grain Elevator
- Tinley Park United Methodist Church
- Diamond Spiral Washing Machine
-Tinley Park Dairy
- Tinley Park High School



HOW'S YOUR MEMORY OF TINLEY PARK?

Tinley Park is a town which has experienced considerable growth from it simple beginnings.
Land use has changed dramatically throughout the years. Can you match the property to its
recent use?

A & W Root Beer

Golden Bear Restaurant

Viking Hall

The Henry Vogt House

Gately's Peoples Store

Old Zion Lutheran Church

Cozy Comer Restaurant

National Tea Company Grocery

Old Cavett's Drugs and Soda Fountain

Brementowne Mall

Diamond Spiral Washing Machine Factory Site

1-80 Drive-in Theater

Cole's Auto Parts

Tinley Park Dairy

Garrett's Ice Cream

Outrigger's Restaurant

1-80 Flea Market

Southtown/Star offices

Pepe's Mexican Restaurant

Park Ace Hardware

Orlando Lyn Hair Salon

Chick's Ice Cream

Condominiums

SportStation

Sam and Jake's Ice Cream

Menards

Tinley Park Historical Society

North Vi of Durbin's

Vogt Visual Art Center

US Post Office

^ %
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Board of Directors
Patricia Siemsen Jerry Hug Meyer

Edward Siemsen Patrick E. Rea
»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»»»**♦*»***♦*♦***

Officers
President - Brad L. Bettenhausen

Vice President - David Brueggemann
Treasurer - Marian Block

^  708-429-4210Histoncal Society Otiice _ xiao «:nnn
Brad L. Bettenhausen. Pres.

Landmark Location
6727 West I74th Street

Museum open >Ms.
£ bp appointmenl (Phone Fust to be sure)

The Landmark is details,
receptions, and other meetings.

w
I

Happy Halloween!

Happy Thanksgiving!

Merry Christmas!

b  ..^T^rTTO^ENEWWUR MEMBERSHIPS!reminder TIME TO KEIMlvy
.  g Historical Society! Be a part of it!! Don't let your membership

These are exciting times at _ , _ it makes a great present!!
lapse! .f rrrembership to^jnenm:

I  I I several issues of this q—  have received severalissues of this quarterly

Ttter and have not yet sent a check, we invite you to join us.^  We welcome your support or
rPtnnve me from the mailing list

Here's my membership fee for 2012-2013
(September 1,2012 Through August 31,2013)

$15.00 [ ] Supporting
Senior Citizen/Studen ^ $25.00 [ ] Life
Individual/f'^^^^y _ $50.00 [ ] Founder's CircleCommercial/Business co/i/riftwn'o/i to help accomplish our goals $

Giftof [
D

[

$100.00
$250.00
$500.00 (*)

 ] Change of Address

Name
Address
Town and Zip Code

1^*) Includes one use of the Landmark facilitiesPhone

MAIL TO:

P.O. Box 325
Tinley Park, IL 60477

All contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by tax laws.
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KEEP US UP TO DA IE.

Please be sure to inform us of address changes - even if they are temporary or extended "vacation " destinations.
Each newsletter that gets returned costs us money to receive it back and to re-mail it We want our members and
friends to receive, read, and enjoy the newsletter, not get them returned to us.

y

Please join the Historical Society and discover some of the pieces of history of Tinley Park on
display. Learn more about our great community.

The Tinley Park Historical Society Museum is located in the historic Old Zion Landmark Church, built in 1884
and includes a reproduction of a one-room school house next door. The Landmark Chapel (the oldest church
building in Tinley Park) with its beautiful stained glass windows is available for weddings and special events

Museum and Reference Library open
Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The First Sunday of the month from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The Second Thursday of the month from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.

For further information call (708) 429-4210

All Contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by tax laws


